
Minutes General Meeting of the Ops Room Association 

Open at 1045 

As per attendance for AGM 

Apologies as per AGM 

 

The New Executive ORA 

President Gordon Lowe 

Secretary Chris Mitchell 

 

Correspondence 

01 July 2024 Changes to Public Officer Reporting 

20 Aug 24 to Defence Honors regarding National Emergency Medal for RAN ships Cyclone Tracey  

27 Aug 24 Reply from Honors and Awards regarding Cyclone Tracey. 

Google Extract “Why no medal Cyclone Tracy? 

 

Items for Discussion 

1. ORA Awards for HMAS WATSON- HMAS STIRLING WO Darren Wheat briefed that 2 schools are running. 

Training approx. 180 to 200 students Potential Visits to WATSON 

 

2. I won’t be attending the reunion in WA next month, but could you advise the group that in relation to the 

submission for NWIO service to be recognised by the award of the Operational Service Badge the following 

response was received from Defence Honours and Awards: ‘The Operational Service Badge accompanies the 

Australian Operational Service Medal (AOSM) only. Operations recognised by the Australian Service Medal 

(ASM) and/or the Australian Active Service Medal (AASM) will continue to be recognised by those medals. In 

summary our submission for the ASM Middle East to be recognised for the award of the Operational Service 

Badge will not be progressed.’ 

3. Recognition for Cyclone Tracy Operation Help Darwin, Darwin Assist, RAAF 

Tracy was under the Imperial Awards, Australian Awards instituted on 1 July 1975. NEM was instituted on 21 

Oct 2011. Patrons suggested that needed to know if any organisation had made a submission and what was 

the reason for its knock back. 

 National Emergency Medal (NEM)  

Aust Service Medal 1945-1975  

Medallion 

 Recognition 

Having made contact with Seapower, Land and Air Power, RSL Australia, Naval Association of Australia, and 

National Archives. Contact with Dr Tom Lewis suggested that you needed a forum to ADF personnel to 

register. 

Web site has been set up www.adfcyclonetracyaward.com.au This went live 19 Oct 2024. 

 

4. Around the Floor. 

Send photographs to the web master. 

Thanks to Nicola Carson for the organising of the WA Reunion. 

Mal Dann spoke about his brother Col Dann and his medical condition 

 

Closed at 1150 

Next meeting to be in March 2026 in SA. 

 

President   Secretary Treas                               Dated  


